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But it would make major
changes: Individuals and
employers would face new
obligations to help pay for
coverage. Insurers would
operate under stricter con-
sumer protections. And the
government  would

ting insurance rules and pro-
viding financial help to low-
and middle-income families,
Momentum for a health
care overhaul built this week
after Obama obtained a
pledge . from  medical
providers to help find $2 tril-

. lion in savings over 10 years

to help pay for his plan.

Even before any legisla-
tion has been officially intro-
duced, lawmakers are grap-
pling with dozens of thorny
issues. On Thursday, senators
debated behind closed doors
whether. their bill should
include the choice of a gov-
emment insurance plan for
middle-income tamilies:
hospitals
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Most flu vaccine companies

can only make one vaccine at a
time: seasonal flu vaccine or

takes months and it is impossi-

‘ble to switch halfway through
if health oﬁicmlq make a mis- -

take.
Vaccine makcm can make

limited amounts of both sea-
sonal flu vaccine and pandem-
ic vacdine — though not at the
same tim¢ — but they carnot-

make massive quantities of
both because that exceeds

take '
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SALES. This apphcahon will

employers are trying to head
off such & plan. The issue
won’t be resolved -any time
5001.

The House document also .
calls for a new government
insurance plan to compete -

with- private companies. Tt

would ‘be financed by premi-
um ‘payments, not taxpayer-

dollars.. .

Insurers "~ are strongly
opposed to a government-
sponsored plan, saying it
would drive them out of busi-
ness. Democrats say. a public
plan would  help evérybody
by injecting competition into
a_health care market that in
many areas is dominated by a
handful of major insurers.

The summary of the
House proposal says one of
its main goals is to “mintmize
disruption™ for people who
already have coverage by
allowing them to keep their
coverage. All  Americans
would be protected by an
annual limit on out-of-pocket

manufacturing capacity.

wrestled with is that
influenza itself has

; hundreds

costs, a safeguard already in
the best private plans.
Individuals would be
required to get coverage,
either through an employer or
government plan, or on their
own. Employers would be
required to provide coverage
or pay the government a per-
centage of payroll.
Individual subsidies for
health insurance would be
offered on a sliding scale to

-those earning up to four times

the federal poverty level, of
$88,200 for a family of four,
according to the document.
The Energy and Com-
merce plan broadly tracks
with the health care proposals
that Obama outlined during

. the campaign. But in several

areas, it goes further than
what the Senate is likely to
approve. For example, while

there appears to be support in

the Senate for requiring indi-
viduals fo get coverage, an
employer requirement might
not get through.
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"The House summary does
not include any cost esti-
but  independent
experts have pul the price tag
for such a plan at $1.2 trillion
to $1.5 trillion over [0 years,
with some estimates ranging
as high as $1.7 trillion. _

The president has pro-
posed a down payment of
$634 billion over 10 years to
pay for expanding coverage,
money obtained through a 50-
50 mix of tax increases and
spending cuts. Obama is also
promising to hold hospitals,
doctors, drug makers and

‘other pr oviders to their recent

offer of $2 trillion:in savings
over 10 years,

The House plan would set
up an msurance pulchasmg
pool called an “exchange” t
help make puvate covcxage
more affordable for individu-
als and small businesses. In
its first year, the exchange
would be open only to
employers with fewer than 10
workers,

vaccine

le each year around the world,
0 there is a real trade-off if
ou-just say we're going o
top making that vaccine.”

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS

Georgia Law (OCGA 48-5-264.1) requires property owners and occupants be provided
reasonable notice prior to a site visit conducted by or on behalf of the Cobb County Tax
Assessors. For a listing of properties/subdivisions scheduled for a site visit within the next
90 days, please visit our website www.cobbassesor.org
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